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Tweet it: Museums across the country, including one in @visitphilly, take a hard, fun, historic look at 

POTUS races past: http://vstphl.ly/2dACnLW 
 

FIVE ELECTION EXHIBITS ACROSS THE U.S. TAKE DECISION 2016  

FROM POLARIZING TO FASCINATING 

Mock Speeches, Social Media Displays & Rock And Roll Artifacts  

Reveal The Experience Of Running For President 
 

PHILADELPHIA, October 5, 2016 – This year’s presidential race—particularly the heated, headline-

grabbing contest between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump—might seem unprecedentedly newsworthy. 

But in truth, U.S. presidential elections have been making history since President George Washington 

became the first world leader to peacefully pass power to a non-relative (John Adams) via democratic 

election. Across the United States, top-tier museums delve into the race to be POTUS via election-themed 

exhibitions. VISIT PHILADELPHIA® has gathered details on the largest such displays—in Philadelphia, 

Washington, DC, New York and Cleveland.  

 

The following five exhibits delve into the decisions, rallies, marketing, music, handshakes and other 

fascinating details that are part of seeking the highest office in the land: 

 

1. PHILADELPHIA – Headed to the White House: More than 118,000 people have played the 

role of “candidate” at the National Constitution Center, located steps away from Independence 

Hall. People discover how elections have evolved over time, star in their own campaign ads, work 

with an interactive speech coach and take a seat behind the Oval Office desk. Along the way, they 

get the scoop on the electoral process, from the moment a candidate announces his/her campaign 

to the presidential swearing-in ceremony. Through December 31, 2016. National Constitution 

Center, 525 Arch Street, Philadelphia, (215) 409-6700, constitutioncenter.org/whitehouse; Press 

contact: Merissa Blum, (215) 409-6645, mblum@constitutioncenter.org  

2. WASHINGTON, DC – Hooray for Politics!: Two rally signs remain at the entrance to an 

exhibit at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History that showcased every 

presidential hopeful since February 2016. Alongside sign-wielding mannequins, voting 

equipment reveals how Americans cast their decisions in the late 19th and 20th centuries. Visitors 

make their way to the museum’s political history collection to view memorabilia from long-ago 

and recent elections, including small metal buttons celebrating Washington’s inauguration in 

1789 and posters from this year’s Democratic and Republican national conventions. Through 

November 14, 2016. National Museum of American History, Constitution Avenue, NW between 

12th & 14th Streets, Washington, DC, (202) 633-1000, americanhistory.si.edu; Press contact: 

Public affairs, (202) 633-3129, nmahcommunications@si.edu  

-more- 
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3. WASHINGTON, DC – CNN Politics Campaign 2016: Like, Share, Elect: What’s it like to 

run for president in the social media age? CNN and the Newseum delve into today’s landscape, 

where candidates and the public can connect like never before—digitally. People can pose their 

own questions in the #CampaignConfessional and watch other voters from around the country do 

the same on screen. Instagram photos, media headlines and a display of happening-now issues 

and events round out the 2016 campaign experience. Undecided voters can use the Matchmaker 

to determine if their views align more with Hillary or Donald. Through January 22, 2017.  

Newseum, 555 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, (202) 292-6100, newseum.org; 

Press contact: Jonathan Thompson, (202) 292-6353, jothompson@newseum.org  

4. NEW YORK – Campaigning for the Presidency: The New-York Historical Society Museum 

& Library presents more than 120 objects from the Museum of Democracy/Wright Family 

Collection, one of the world’s largest holdings of political campaign memorabilia. Board games, 

posters, T-shirts, paper dresses, stickers and other political effects showcase the ideals, culture, 

humor and biting criticisms of the elections between 1960 (Kennedy v. Nixon) and 1972 (Nixon 

v. McGovern). Johnson Juice, anyone? Through November 27, 2016. New-York Historical 

Society Museum & Library, 170 Central Park West at Richard Gilder Way, New York, (212) 

873-3400, nyhistory.org; Press contact: Ines Aslan, (212) 485-9263, ines.aslan@nyhistory.org   

5. CLEVELAND – Louder Than Words: Rock, Power and Politics: The relationship between 

music and politics plays out at the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame now, and at Washington D.C.’s 

Newseum in 2017. Artifacts, firsthand accounts, media headlines and songs compose the story of 

music responding to and influencing history—think Vietnam War, Berlin Wall, 

#BlackLivesMatter, feminism and political campaigns. Some of the items on display: John 

Lennon’s guitar from his Bed-In for Peace with Yoko Ono, letters between the FBI and N.W.A’s 

record label about the group’s provocative statements on police brutality and handwritten lyrics 

by Neil Young, Bob Dylan and Bruce Springsteen. (And yes, the show covers the misuse of 

campaign songs.) Rock & Roll Hall of Fame: Through November 27, 2016.  

1100 Rock and Roll Boulevard, Cleveland, (216) 781-ROCK (7625), rockhall.com; Press contact: 

Shauna Wilson, Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, (216) 515-1215, swilson@rockhall.org; Newseum: 

January 13-July 31, 2017; 555 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, (202) 292-6100, 

newseum.org; Press contact: Jonathan Thompson, (202) 292-6353, jothompson@newseum.org  

 

BONUS: Free Rides, All Uber Cities: Uber is getting in on the election spirit by offering free rides for 

first-time users on November 8. Sign-up information is available at voterdrive.us. 

 

VISIT PHILADELPHIA® is our name and our mission. As the region’s official tourism marketing 

agency, we build Greater Philadelphia’s image, drive visitation and boost the economy. 

 

On Greater Philadelphia’s official visitor website and blog, visitphilly.com and uwishunu.com, visitors 

can explore things to do, upcoming events, themed itineraries and hotel packages. Compelling 

photography and videos, interactive maps and detailed visitor information make the sites effective trip-

planning tools. Along with Visit Philly social media channels, the online platforms communicate directly 

with consumers. Travelers can also call and stop into the Independence Visitor Center for additional 

information and tickets. 

 

Note to Editors: For high-resolution photos of Greater Philadelphia, visit the photo gallery of 

visitphilly.com/pressroom. 
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