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Fact Sheet: Soccer History and Culture in Philadelphia 

Taking a deep dive into the Greater Philadelphia Region’s vibrant soccer scene, from the founding of the 
Ukrainian Nationals to culturally relevant neighborhoods for FIFA World Cup 2026 

 
PHILADELPHIA, May 27, 2026 – Philadelphia jumps into the national spotlight during FIFA World 
Cup, as the city hosts the world’s most popular sporting event, with six can’t-miss matches at Lincoln 
Financial Field from June 14, 2026, through July 4, 2026. Additionally, FIFA Fan Festival will take over 
Lemon Hill in Fairmount Park for a free, 39-day watch party from June 11, 2026, through July 19, 2026.  
 
​​The Matches: The Philly region begins with five Group Stage matchups — featuring qualified teams 
from semi-randomly assigned groups — from June 14-27, 2026, at Philadelphia Stadium (One Lincoln 
Financial Field Way) on the following dates: 

​​ — Sunday, June 14, 2026 at 7 p.m. | Match 9, Group E | Côte d’Ivoire vs. Ecuador 
​​ — Friday, June 19, 2026 at 9 p.m. | Match 29, Group C | Brazil vs. Haiti 
​​ — Monday, June 22, 2026 at 5 p.m. | Match 42, Group I | France vs. Iraq 
​​ — Thursday, June 25, 2026 at 4 p.m. | Match 55, Group E | Curaçao vs. Côte d’Ivoire 
​​ — Saturday, June 27, 2026 at 5 p.m. | Match 68, Group L | Croatia vs. Ghana 

Philadelphia does not host a match during the Knockout Stage’s Round of 32 –yet it returns for a 
high-stakes Round of 16 match at 5 p.m. on Saturday, July 4, 2026 — one of Philly’s biggest holidays 
and America’s Semiquincentennial — for the right to advance.  
 
Neighborhood Bars & Soccer Scenes 

●​ The Black Sheep: at 247 S. 17th Street 
●​ The Black Taxi: at 745-747 N. 25th Street 
●​ Brauhaus Schmitz: at 718 South Street 
●​ Cavanaugh’s Headhouse: at 421 S. 2nd Street 
●​ Fado Irish Pub: at 1500 Locust Street 
●​ Lion Sports Bar: at 1021 Arch Street 
●​ McGillin’s Olde Ale House: at 1310 Drury Street 
●​ Misconduct Tavern: at 1511 Locust Street and at 1801 John F. Kennedy Boulevard 
●​ O’Neals Pub: at 611 S. Third Street 
●​ Tir Na nÓg: at 1600 Arch Street 

 
Cultural Corridors & Civic Pride 

●​ Brazil: the largest Brazilian corridor lies in Northeast Philly, mostly along Castor Avenue 
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○​ Restaurants: Padokka, Guanabara, Picanha Steakhouse, Rio, Cantinho Brasileiro 
○​ Boutiques: Brazilian Hair Style, By Brazil, Via Brazil 
○​ Cultural Center: Brazil Cultural Center of Philadelphia (2 Logan Square) 

●​ Curacao: there is no real center of influence for this Dutch Caribbean island; only 1.6% of 
Philadelphia’s population is of any Caribbean descent. 

○​ Restaurants: Get a small taste of what Curaçao’s all about at Caribbean eateries in West 
Philly — like 48th Street Grille and Jam-Rock Jamaican Restaurant 

○​ Cultural Center: CCP – Caribbean Community in Philadelphia (1315 Walnut Street) 
●​ Haiti: the biggest pocket of Haitians live in North Philly, around Olney and East Mount Airy 

○​ Restaurants: Gou, Honeysuckle, iMunch Cafe, Island Fritay, Taste Cheesesteak Bar 
○​ Boutiques: Beaucoup Hoodoo, Dimeni’s Variety Store, Le Village Haitian Barber Shop 
○​ Cultural Center: Olney Community Collective (5458 N. 5th Street) 

●​ Iraq: the Iraqi community is very dispersed throughout Philadelphia 
○​ Restaurant: Crispy Wonders is the spot – along with Middle Eastern restaurants like 

Malooga, Al Zaytouna, Hadramout and Kamal’s Middle Eastern Cuisine. 
○​ Cultural Center: Penn Museum’s Preserving Assyria exhibit (3260 South Street) 

●​ Ivory Coast & Ghana: Africatown in Southwest Philly is the buzzworthy center for, spanning 
from South 47th Street and Baltimore Avenue to South 74th Street and Lindbergh Boulevard 

○​ Restaurants: Simply Good Food, Baobab, African Small Pot 
○​ Boutiques: Kareemah’s Urban Books, Da Basement, Uncle Musa Grocery Store, Patricia 

Design, High Class Beauty, Laalahmehdab International Markets  
○​ Cultural Center: African Cultural Alliance of North America (5530 Chester Avenue) 

●​ France: Philadelphia’s “French Quarter” – this area is hotly debated – covers 17th Street and 
19th Street, between Sansom Street and Walnut Street, north of Rittenhouse Square 

○​ Storyline: The Michelin Guide called Philadelphia the “Frenchest American City,” citing 
the food scene, architectural history and arts culture, while pointing out the links between 
the American Revolution and France – more French Connections here.  

○​ Restaurants: Parc, Royal Boucherie, Supérette, Provenance, Fleur’s, My Loup 
○​ Pastries: Café Lutécia, J’aime French Bakery, Artisan Boulanger, Machine Shop 
○​ Cultural Centers: French Communication Institute and Alliance Française de Philadelphie 

●​ Ecuador: a growing population of Ecuadorians reside in Upper Darby, near 69th Street Terminal 
○​ Restaurants: El Rinconcito, El Sazón de Doña Eva, La Cocina de Mamá Laura 
○​ Boutiques: Condor Latino Supermarket, Amigos Express 
○​ Cultural Centers: Esperanza Arts Center (4261 N. 5th Street) 

●​ Croatia: Northeast Philly has been a hotbed for Eastern Europeans, mainly people of Russian and 
Ukrainian descent; there are only 1,077 Croatians living in Philadelphia (source: Neilsberg) 

○​ Restaurants: Balkan-inspired – Paprika, Stina, Renata’s Kitchen (not 100% Croatian) 
○​ Boutiques: Euro Market (Broomall, PA) 
○​ Cultural Centers: Croatian Club of the Delaware Valley 

Check out Visit Philadelphia’s FIFA World Cup Dining Guide for more information.  
 
The History: Philadelphia’s Youth Clubs 
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●​ Lighthouse Soccer Club – the oldest youth club in Philadelphia (1897) – claimed five James P. 

McGuire Cups (national championships) from 1938-1967. Today, Lighthouse SC holds under-19 
soccer camps at their training fields across from Benjamin Rush State Park in Northeast Philly. 

●​ The United German Hungarians was first founded in 1910 as a social club before turning into a 
soccer powerhouse upon claiming the 1965 National Amateur Cup. Important note: almost 100 
players in the Southeastern Pennsylvania Soccer Hall of Fame have ties to the club.  

●​ Founded in 1950, Ukrainian Nationals are one of the most dominant clubs in American history, 
racking up four U.S. Open titles and six American Soccer League championships in the 1960s. 
Today, the organization runs youth teams at their headquarters in Horsham, PA.  

●​ Founded in 1972, Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer exists to promote and foster soccer in the 
region. Their history dates back to the now-defunct Eastern Pennsylvania Soccer Association; 
today, 120,000 youth players visit their offices in Plymouth Meeting, PA.  

●​ West Chester United SC – established in 1976 as a community-centered youth club – earned 
national acclaim in 2015 after winning the Werner Fricker Open Cup, parlaying that victory into 
their first-ever USASA National Amateur Cup Championship in 2025. 

●​ Founded in 1982, FC Delco has placed more players in the NCAA than any club in Pennsylvania, 
including elite talent, like Ben Olsen, Jon Conway, Nicole Barnhart, Erik White and others.  

●​ In 2013, the Philadelphia Union revamped its youth development system into the MLS gold 
standard: Union Academy. Today, they groom homegrown players who star for the U.S. Men’s 
National Team, guys like Matt Freese, Brenden Aaronson, Mark McKenzie and Auston Trusty.  

 
The History: Philadelphia’s Pro Clubs 

●​ Philadelphia Atoms – guided by star goalkeeper Bob Rigby – the first American soccer player to 
appear on the cover of Sports Illustrated – the Atoms became the first expansion team to win the 
North American Soccer League (NASL) title in their inaugural season (1973).  

●​ Philadelphia Fury – following the Atoms' disbandment, the Fury entered NASL and played their 
home games at Veterans Stadium; the club had ownership stakes from famous rockers like Mick 
Jagger, Paul Simon and Peter Frampton; they never made the playoffs and dissolved in 1980.  

●​ Philadelphia KiXX – American indoor soccer franchise that competed in leagues like the Major 
Indoor Soccer League, winning multiple championships before folding in 2010. 

●​ Philadelphia Union – founded in 2008, the Union have turned into perennial contenders since 
first taking the pitch in 2010, earning nine MLS Cup Playoffs appearances; they claimed the 
Supporters' Shield twice (2020, 2025) and advanced to the MLS Cup Final in 2022.  

●​ Philadelphia Charge – professional women’s soccer team that competed in the Women's United 
Soccer Association from 2000 to 2003 before the league folded. 

●​ Philadelphia Independence – a professional women’s soccer club that played in Women's 
Professional Soccer from 2010 to 2011, reaching the league championship game twice.  

 
The Scene: Philadelphia’s New School 

●​ Launched in 2018 as an after-school project in a single classroom in Chester, PA, Design FC takes 
blank soccer jerseys and turns them into a personal canvas for young creatives. Today, the social 
impact program has partnered with 30+ countries on global design initiatives. 
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●​ Street FC brings a street basketball format to street soccer by identifying abandoned courts and 

running competitive 3-on-3 or 5-on-5 matches. The idea is simple: sign up for the app and ask to 
join a pick-up game in one of their 13 cities including Philadelphia.  

●​ Live Breathe Futbol takes a novel approach to showing your soccer allegiances by turning 
popular logos into stylish urban streetwear. The Philadelphia-based company has official 
licensing agreements with MLS, plus a special Italia Nostalgia collection. 

●​ Founded in 2017, Fishtown FC is an amateur soccer club doubling as a clothing apparel line 
through Icarus, a custom kit maker with London and Fishtown offices. They have designed 
bespoke jerseys for more than 2,000 clubs in 25 countries.  

●​ Inter Philly FC is a combination of three youth soccer clubs – Fairmount Soccer Association, 
Philly City FC, United Philly – that offers three different levels of programs, including their 
popular “Little Kickers” for soccer players two to four years old.  

●​ Philadelphia Lone Star FC is celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2026, serving as a soccer hub for 
Liberian immigrants while playing as Philadelphia’s only pre-professional club in USL League 
Two and the United Premier Soccer League.  

●​ The International Unity Cup was a former World Cup-style tournament featuring immigrant 
players representing 48 countries from 2016 to 2025.  

 
Who’s Who: USMNT Soccer Players to Watch  

●​ Brenden Aaronson (Medford, NJ) 
●​ Matt Freese (Wayne, PA) 
●​ Mark McKenzie (Bear, DE) 
●​ Auston Trusty (Media, PA) 
●​ Christian Pulisic (Hershey, PA) 

 
About Visit Philadelphia: 
  
Visit Philadelphia® is our name and our mission. As the region’s official tourism marketing agency, we 
build Greater Philadelphia’s image, drive visitation and boost the economy. On Greater Philadelphia’s 
official visitor website, visitphilly.com, visitors can explore things to do, upcoming events, themed 
itineraries and hotel packages.  
 
Compelling photography and videos, interactive maps and detailed visitor information make the site an 
effective trip-planning tool. Visitors can also find loads of inspiration on Visit Philly's social media 
channels.  Note to Editors: For high-resolution photos and high-definition B-roll of Greater Philadelphia, 
visit the Photos & Video section of visitphilly.com/mediacenter. 
 
Visit Philadelphia’s work is supported by multiple funding partners, including the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. Learn more at VisitPA.com. 
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